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What do others do? CORD-19
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https://allenai.org/data/cord-19
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https://ai.googleblog.com/2020/05/an-nlu-powered-tool-to-explore-covid-19.html

https://covid19-research-explorer.appspot.com/
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Multiples languages

General Public
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A community-based voluntary evaluation effort
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Information Extraction
Categories 

drug names, treatments, general intervention: this category 
concerns both commercial and generic names of drugs, as well as 
general intervention in the health domain; elements from this category 
usually come from advices from a professional (medical doctor, 
pharmacist) or from self-medication 

signs, symptoms, diseases: this category deals with medical 
problems and merges together all signs, symptoms, and 
diseases shortness of breath, extreme fatigue, fever, skin infection, 
weight loss 

findings, efficacy of treatments: this category is more complex since 
it concerns all elements related to positive or negative effects of 
treatments, including non expected stuff 

tests: this category concerns all tests performed to diagnose medical 
problems such as blood sample, physical exam, serological test 

 behaviors, everyday life actions: this category concerns all actions 
performed by each of us such as to wash one's hands, to cough into 
his elbow, to self-confine, use of face masks, physical distancing 

legal dispositions, regulations: this category concerns all actions 
decided by local or national authorities (Government, Ministry, etc.), 
such as to download the employer certificate, list of authorized move, 
prolonged border closure, closure of educational institutions 

Languages 
English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Swedish
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Multilingual Semantic Search
High Precision: participants are required to build systems 
that will help the general public to retrieve the most relevant 
documents on the Web concerning COVID-19 efficiently. 
The main focus of this subtask is on the top ranked 
documents 

High recall: the focus is more on the problem of finding as 
many relevant documents as possible with the least effort. 
Given a limited amount of resources, such as a time limit 
and expert availability in time of crisis, there will be a limit on 
the maximum number of documents that can be retrieved in 
order to build a set of relevant documents that should be 
delivered to the general public.  

Both subtasks are open to monolingual and bilingual 
submissions 

Languages 
English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Swedish, and 
Ukrainian 

Topics 
English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Swedish, and 
Ukrainian plus Chinese and Japanese
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Machine Translation
Constrained: participants must submit at least a 
system trained only with the provided data (constrained) 
for each of the language pairs they would like to 
participate 
Nasic linguistic tools such as taggers, parsers, or 
morphological analyzers or multilingual systems are 
allowed in the constrained condition 

Unconstrained: participants can use additional training 
data (not provided by the organisers) or existing 
translation systems specifying a flag that the system 
uses additional data  

Languages 
English-German 

English-French 

English-Spanish 

English-Italian 

English-Modern Greek 

English-Swedish
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Rounds, Repositories, Reports and Meetings

We plan for three rounds, tentatively one-month 
long each, organized as follows: 

training (2 weeks): data will be released and you will 
develop your own systems; 

testing (2 weeks): you will submit your system runs, 
ground-truth will be created, and your runs will be scored; 

meeting (1 day): an interactive (remote) meeting will be 
organized where you will shortly present the highlights 
and downlights to accelerate knowledge transfer and take 
up for the next round. 

Rolling technical report: participants and 
organizers will keep and update a rolling technical 
report the techniques applied and insights gained 
during participation, round after round 

Participants are provided with a dedicated git 
repository where to push and share the outcomes 
of your participation in the different rounds, i.e. runs, 
code, (language) resources, and a technical report
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Packaging and Exit Strategy
The git repositories (previous slide) and the 
data site (see right) constitute our 
incremental packaging approach  and our 
sustainability and exit strategy to allow 
other researchers and practitioners to 
access, re-use, and exploit everything 
produced during the initiative, also after its 
end 

These incremental packages comprise:  
all train/dev/test sets for each task 

all the runs submitted by participants 

all the measures, performance scores and 
analyses about submitted runs 

the reports describing these results 

any other resources and source code shared by 
participants
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Where We are?

50 teams from 26 countries registered 
to date, participating in multiple tasks 

35 for the Information Extraction task 

25 for the Multilingual Semantic Search task 

25 for the Machine Translation task 

We completed round 1 
participants just submitted their runs 
2 December 2020 

relevance assessments just started 
due by mid December 2020 

preliminary participants reports  
due by 23 December 2020 

virtual meeting [NOW] 
12-14 January 2021 

14 teams from 10 countries actually 
submitted runs 

4 for the Information Extraction task  
English 4; German 1; Greek 1; Italian 1; Spanish 1 

4 for the Multilingual Semantic Search task  
English 3; French 2; German 2; Greek 1; Italian 1; 
Spanish 3; Swedish 1; Ukrainian 1 
{German, French, Spanish, Swedish} → English 1  
English → German 1  
English → Spanish 1  
English → French 1 

8 for the Machine Translation task  
English → German 5 
English → French 8 
English → Spanish 6 
English → Italian 4 
English → Greek 2 
English → Swedish 5
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A Joint Effort
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Topic translation 
Relevance Assessment
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